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	Company Name
	Utility Services (NE) Ltd
	
	

	Location
	National
	Project Title
	Use of Chainsaw When Recovering Poles
	
	

	Risk Assessment No.
	RA.016
	Review Date
	14.11.2023
	Revision No. 
	004.
	
	

	Person Supervising Work
	Gang Supervisor 
	Employer
	USL
	
	

	Persons Exposed (tick box)
	X
	Employees
	X
	Other workers
	X
	Public/visitors
	
	Young Persons
	Estimated total number of persons at risk
	150

	
	X
	New/expectant mothers
	
	Vulnerable Persons
	
	Other
	
	

	[image: ]      Likelihood                                                        Severity

Rating 1 = Very Unlikely		 Rating 1 = No Injury
Rating 2 = Unlikely 		              Rating 2 = Minor injury or illnessSeverity

Rating 3 = Likely			 Rating 3 = 7-day injury or illness
Rating 4 = Very Likely 		              Rating 4 = Specified injury or illness   
Rating 5 = Almost Certain		 Rating 5 = Fatality, disabling injury, and so onLikelihood



	Likelihood
Risk = Likelihood x Severity                                   Acceptable                                  Medium                              High

	Hazard(s)
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9

	
	Factors of Harm
	Risk
(Likelihood x Severity)
	Control Measures
	Factor of Harm
	Residual Risk
(Likelihood x Severity)
	Control measures implemented by (name)
	Low Risk

	
	Likelihood
(1-5)
	Severity
(1-5)
	
	
	Likelihood
(1-5)
	Severity
(1-5)
	
	
	YES
	NO

	Cuts and Abrasions
	3
	4
	12
	• Operators to be verified as competent and must assess work area conditions 
• Operator to wear full chaps, safety helmet, safety visor and protective clothing 
• All persons in vicinity advised to wear safety goggles.  
• Chain to be handled only when saw has stopped and then gloves are to be worn 
• Replace chain cover when not in use 
• Ensure brake is applied when not in use
	2
	4
	4
	Gang Supervisor
	
	✓

	Falling Objects
	2
	3
	6
	• Operator to be vigilant and assess likelihood of falling objects before starting work. 

• Safety footwear and helmets to be worn

• Guide ropes to be attached to pole so that a controlled recovery is done. 


	1
	3
	3
	Gang Supervisor
	✓
	

	Noise
	3
	2
	6
	• Operator and any person in vicinity to wear suitable ear protection.  
	1
	3
	3
	Gang Supervisor
	✓
	



	Hazard
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9

	
	Factors of Harm
	Risk
(Likelihood x Severity)
	Control Measures
	Factor of Harm
	Residual Risk
(Likelihood x Severity)
	Control measures implemented by (name)
	Acceptable Risk

	
	Likelihood
(1-5)
	Severity
(1-5)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	YES
	NO

	Eye Injury
	3
	2
	6
	• Operator and any person in vicinity to wear suitable eye protection.  
	1
	2
	2
	Gang Supervisor
	✓
	

	Faulty Equipment
	2
	3
	6
	• Ensure the machine is clean to facilitate detection of loose, worn or defective parts and other safety hazards.
• Inspect fuel lines, tank, and area around carburettor for fuel leaks. Do not operate unit if leaks are found. 
• FAULTY EQUIPMENT MUST NOT BE USED.  REPORT SUSPECT MACHINERY IMMEDIATELY. 
• Check the effectiveness of chain brakes and operating controls. 
• Ensure safety guards and other safety devices are fitted, secure and functioning. 
• Check condition of the anti-vibration mountings of the handles. 
• Ensure chain is sharp and correctly tensioned.  

	1
	3
	3
	Gang Supervisor
	✓
	

	Hand Arm Vibration
	2
	3
	6
	See USL.HSMS.RAMS.011
	1
	3
	3
	Gang Supervisor
	✓
	

	
	Name
	Position
	Signature
	Date

	Person Conducting Assessment 
Person Authorising Assessment
	Chris Alexander 
	Director 
	C.Alexander 
	14.11.2023  REV- 14.11.2024

	
	Justin Marshall 
	Managing Director 
	J.Marshall 
	14.11.2023  REV- 14.11.2024


This risk assessment must be communicated to operatives before work commences. A spate briefing sheet (GA11) should be used and be made available to the operatives for reference
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Company Name  Utility Services (NE) Ltd    

Location  National  Project Title  Use  o f Chainsaw When Recovering Poles    

Risk Assessment No.  RA.01 6  Review Date  14.11.202 3  Revision No.   00 4 .    

Person Supervising  Work  Gang  Supervisor   Employer  USL    

Persons Exposed  (tick  box)  X  Employees  X  Other workers  X  Public/visitors   Young Persons  Estimated total number  of persons at risk  1 50  

X  New/expectant mothers   Vulnerable Persons   Other  

       Likelihood                                                             Severity     Rating 1 = Very Unlikely       Rating 1 = No Injury   Rating 2 = Unlikely                      Rating 2 = Minor injury or illness   Rating 3 = Likely         Rating 3 = 7 - day injury or  illness   Rating 4 = Very Likely                      Rating 4 = Specified injury or illness       Rating 5 = Almost Certain       Rating 5 = Fatality, disabling injury, and  so on    

Likelihood   Risk   = Likelihood x Severity                                       Acceptable                                  Medium                                High  

Hazard (s)  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  

Factors of Harm  Risk   (L ikelihood x Severity)  Control Measures  Factor of Harm  Residual Risk   (Likelihood x Severity)  Control  m easures   implemented by   ( name)  Low  Risk  

Likelihood   (1 - 5)  Severity   (1 - 5)   Likelihood   (1 - 5)  Severity   (1 - 5)   YES  NO  

Cuts and  Abrasions  3  4  12  • Operators to be  verified as  competent and  must assess work  area conditions    • Operator to wear  full chaps, safety  helmet, safety visor  and protective  clothing   2  4  4  Gang Supervisor   ?  
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